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TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
SPECIAL REGIONAL POLICY FORUM  

 
SPONSORED BY: THE PIONEER VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
 
 
The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission will host a presentation about how cities and towns can use 
Traditional Neighborhood Development to revitalize town centers and neighborhoods. Presenters include 
the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) and the Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD). 
  
Traditional Neighborhood Development is also known as new urbanism, village-style development, or 
neo-traditional planning. It mixes residential, commercial and civic uses in a compact area; balances 
public and private space to enhance identity and value; and builds community, promotes walkability, and 
increases affordability. 
 
Ray Murphy, director of the Holyoke Housing Authority, and Deb Gottlieb, of Dietz and Associates, will 
discuss Holyoke’s award-winning Hope VI mixed-income housing development. Eric Hove from EOEA, 
and Bill Reyelt from DHCD will present material from the Massachusetts Smart Growth Toolkit on 
Traditional Neighborhood Development and how to change your zoning to encourage more vibrant 
places. 

Thursday, April 20th 
6:20 to 7:45 p.m. 
Clarion Inn and Conference Center 
Deerfield Room; One Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA  
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The Toolkit is a guide to smart growth techniques that can be used to implement the Commonwealth’s 
Sustainable Development principles. It contains model bylaws for various smart growth techniques, case 
studies, as well as guidance on how to customize the bylaws to best fit an individual community. The 
Toolkit covers such topics as: 

 
• Transfer of Development Rights;  
• Traditional Neighborhood Development; 
• Transit Oriented Development; 
• Open Space Residential Development; 
• Accessory Dwelling Units; 
• Agricultural Preservation; 
• Low Impact Development; 
• Inclusionary Zoning; 
• District Improvement Financing and Tax Increment Financing; 
• Chapter 40R; 
• Brownfields Reuse; and 
• Water Resource Management. 

 
 
The Massachusetts Smart Growth Toolkit CD was developed by the Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs (EOEA) on behalf of the agencies of the Office for Commonwealth Development (OCD), the 
Toolkit offers support and models to local governments in making the land use decisions that will steer 
development for decades to come. It is available at: http://www.mass.gov/envir/sgtk.htm 
 
 
 
Please RSVP to Jean Ball at 413-781-6045 or by email at jball@pvpc.org if you plan to attend. 
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